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1. MAJOR CRIMES INCREASE MOST IN 
NORTHERN BELIZE 
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Chart A: Major Crimes by District for September 2018  

 

SUMMARY 

¶ A total of 111 incidents were reported 
countrywide for the month of September 2018. 

 

¶ This represents a decrease (Ď) of 5.93% or 7 
incidents since September 2017 and an increase 
(č) of 11% or 11 incidents since August 2018. 

 

¶ Nearly half (40%) of the cases were reported in 
the Belize District. The Cayo District reported 16% 
of the cases. The northern districts of Corozal and 
Orange Walk accounted for 15% and 14% of the 
cases, respectively. The southern districts of 
Stann Creek and Toledo reported the lowest 
counts of major crimes for the month: 9.9 and 
3.6% respectively. 

Chart B: Major Crimes Comparative for September 2017/2018 
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¶ As indicated in the map above, for 
January to September 2018, the 
northern districts of Corozal and 
Orange Walk recorded the highest 
increase in major crimes. 



 
 

  

 - 3 - Monthly Major Crimes Analysis (September 2018), Belize Crime Observatory 

MAJOR CRIMES, JAN- SEPT 2018 

 
A calculation of the Crime Index, utilizing mid-year 2018 population data from the Statistical Institute of 
Belize, revealed that the Belize and Stann Creek Districts continue to record rates of major crimes, 
considerably higher than the national average, with indices of 155% and 138%, respectively. The charts 
below provide information for three major crime types: murder: burglary and robbery.  
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Chart C: Crime Index by District for 

Murder (Jan- Sept 2018) 

Chart D: Crime Index by District for 

Burglary (Jan- Sept 2018) 

Chart E: Crime Index by District for 

Robbery (Jan- Sept 2018) 

Percent Change in Incident by 

Category (Jan- Sept 2018) 

Property crimes recorded a general increase for the first 9 months of the year, driven by an escalation in 

robbery and burglary in the northern districts. The highest increase was seen with incidents of robbery, 

which rose 34% since the year began. 

There were 10% less reports of sexual violence (rape and unlawful sexual intercourse) for the period 

January to September 2018, when compared with the same period in 2017. 
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Half of the Murders in September were deemed gang-related: 

Eight (8) murders were recorded for the month of September, compared to 10 during the same time 

last year (Ď 20%). Of note was that 7 cases were from the Belize District, four (4) of which were gang-

related murders in Belize City: 2 in Precinct 1, 1 in Precinct 2, and 1 in Precinct 3.
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AS OF THE END OF SEPTEMBER 2018 

THERE WERE 116 MURDERS 

REPORTED. There were 104 same 

time last year. 

Chart F: Murders by Police Formation for September 2018 
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Chart G: Murders Count by Month for January to September 2018 
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Sexual Offenses Continue to Decline  

Unlawful Sexual Intercourse (USI): 3 cases in September. 
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Chart H: Sexual Violence Cases by District, Jan- Sept 2018 

for January to July 2017 and 2018 
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Percent Change in Sexual Violence Cases by 
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for January to July 2017 and 2018 

 

View the app at: 

 https://arcg.is/1bL8Wi 

Although nationally, sexual violence cases were 

down by 10%, there was a wide variation in rates 

across districts. The map to the left depicts the 

extent of change for the first 9 months of 2018. 

Notably, the district with the biggest decline was 

Corozal, while the Stann Creek District was the only 

location to record an increase for the period.  

During September, there were 7 reports of sexual 

violence lodged with the police, up from 5 same time 

last years (a 40% increase). Cases were reported in 

every district except Toledo. 
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Chart I: Percent Change in Sexual Violence by District 

 (Jan to Sept 2018) 
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Chart K: Robbery, Burglary and Theft by District for Sept 2018 

 

Chart J: RBT Total for Sept 2018 

 

 

Property Crimes  
 

Robbery/Burglary/Theft:  

 

Of the 111 major crimes reported for the month of September 2018, Robbery, Burglary and Theft 

accounted for almost 9 in 10 or 86.49%. Robberies totaled 20 (18.02%), Burglaries 66 (59.46%), and 

Theft 10 (9.01%).  

About 4 out of every 10 reports (37 cases or 38.54%) were recorded in the Belize District, where 

there were 9 robbery reports, 25 burglary reports, and 3 theft reports, representing 8.11%, 22.52% 

and 2.70% of all major crimes, respectively. 

Cayo, Orange Walk and Corozal each accounted for roughly 17-19% of RBT for the month of 

September 2018. 

 

NOTE: Minor thefts are no longer included in the calculation of major crimes.    
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Gangs 
• Of the forty-five (45) major crimes reported in the Belize District during September 2018, twenty-two 

(22) incidents were classified as gang-related (See disaggregation below). 
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Four (4) of the 5 murders which occurred in Belize City during the month of September were deemed to 

have been gang-related. Four of the victims were males, ages 22 to 48. One was said to have been killed 

in retaliation for the murder of a three-year-old female child in July. 

Nine of the incidents deemed to have been gang-related occurred in Precinct 2. 

 

Imprisonment 
During the month of September 2018, 93 

newly convicted inmates (17 females and 76 

males) were recorded, with the largest 

percentage being in the 18 to 25 age group. 

More than half were for illegal entry. The 

Belize and Cayo districts accounted for 84% of 

convictions. There were no convictions for 

sexual violence, but one conviction each for 

murder and burglary that month. 

During the month, 5 people were remanded 

for murder, 6 for sexual violence and 32 for 

property crimes. Ninety (90) people were 

remanded to prison in September 2018. 

 

Chart L: CONVICTIONS BY CATEGORY: SEPT 2018 
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Chart M: NUMBER OF CONVICTED PERSONS BY DISTRICT AND SEX: SEPT 2018 

 

 

 

Chart N: NUMBER OF CONVICTS GROUPED BY AGE: SEPT 2018 
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DATA SOURCE: Belize Police Department, Joint Intelligence Coordinating Center and the Belize Central 

Prison/Kolbe Foundation. Figures are reported as of September 2018. Any future revisions will be 

noted in subsequent reports. 
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