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¶ BELIZE DISTRICT ACCOUNTED FOR MORE 
THAN HALF THE MAJOR CRIMES  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

  

Chart A: Major Crimes by District for August 2018 

SUMMARY 

¶ A total of 100 incidents were reported 
countrywide for the month of August 2018. 

 

¶ This represents a decrease (Ď) of 29.58% or 42 
incidents since August 2017 and a decrease (Ď) of 
26.47% or 36 incidents since July 2018. 

 

¶ Over half (53%) of the cases were reported in the 
Belize District. The Stann Creek District reported 
the second highest number of cases (15%). The 
least amount of cases was reported in the extreme 
north and south of the country – Corozal and 
Toledo, respectively. 

 

Chart B: Major Crimes by Category for August 2017/2018 
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Murders increased in August 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Up by (3) 

compared to 

AUGUST 

2017 

AS OF THE END OF AUGUST 2018 

THERE WERE 108 MURDERS

REPORTED. There were 94 same 

time last year. 

Chart C: Murders by Police Formation for Aug 2018 
Murders for 
AUGUST 2018 
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Sixteen (16) murders were recorded for the month of August, compared to 13 during the same time 

last year (č 23%). This represents the third highest monthly murder count since the year began. There 

was a notable spike in murder cases in the capital city, Belmopan, where 5 murders were recorded. 

Five were also recorded from the Belize District, four (4) of which were deemed to have been gang-

related murders in Belize City: 2 in Precinct 1, 1 in Precinct 2, and 1 in Precinct 3. 

For the period January to August 2018, the Belize District recorded 71 of the 108 murder or 66%. Belize 

City accounted for 50 or 46% of murders during the same period. Half of the Belize City murders 

occurred in Precinct 1. 

Map of Belize City Precincts 
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MURDERS AND SHOOTINGS BY LOCATION  
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¶ During the month of August, there were 13 non-fatal shootings, but none were reported in 

Cayo and Stann Creek. Toledo did not report any incident of murder or shooting that month. 

 

¶ Meanwhile, 8 of 13 shootings (61.5%) were reported in the Belize District, with 7 of those 

being in the Belize City area. 

 

¶ Four of the 5 Belize District murders happened in Belize City; 3 of them deemed to have 

been gang-related. 

 

¶ The Cayo District recorded 38% of the murders for the month, with the Belize District next in 

line, accounting for 31.25%. 
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    Murders and shootings for August in or near high crime areas. 

LEGEND 

¶ In early September, the Belize Crime Observatory joined personnel from 

the Joint Intelligence Coordinating Center in the Belize Police 

Department, to collect coordinates using GPS enabled devices. The 

information was collected only for murders and shootings for the prior 

month. 

 

¶ The map above shows the location of the Belize City murders and 

shootings overlaid on a heat map layer showing where crimes in the City 

have been most concentrated. The data reflect cases for January to 

August 2018. 

 

¶ The August cases occurred either within or very close to areas with the 

highest concentration of crimes. 
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Sexual Offenses Continue to Decline  

Unlawful Sexual Intercourse (USI): 3 cases in August 2018 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

Belize – 66.7%   
Orange Walk – 33.3% 

  
 

¶ There was no change in sexual violence cases reported for August 2018, in comparison with the 

same month last year, but incidents of rape were down by 50% and incidents of unlawful sexual 

intercourse by 40% compared to the prior month. 

 

¶ The Orange Walk and Belize Districts reported two cases of sexual violence for the month, while 

Stann Creek reported a single case. 

 

¶ Sexual violence reports constituted 5% of major crimes cases reported in August. 

 

¶ There were 9 reports of sexual violence the previous month and 5 the same time last year. 

 

¶ There were a total of 16 sexual violence cases reported by police for the period January to 

August 2018, down by 3 or 16%, from 19 during the same period last year.  
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MAJOR THEFT 
(above $5000.00) 
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4 23 

 

Chart E: Robbery, Burglary and Theft by District for Aug 2018 

 

 

Chart D: RBT Total for Aug 2018 

 

 

Property Crimes  
 

Robbery/Burglary/Theft (RBT):  

 

Of the 100 major crimes reported for the month of August 2018, Robbery, Burglary and Theft 

accounted for almost 8 in 10 or 79%. Robberies totaled 18 (18%), Burglaries 57 (57%), and Theft 4 

(4%).  

About 5 out of every 10 RBT reports (46 cases or 58%) were recorded in the Belize District, where 

there were 11 robbery reports, 33 burglary reports, and 2 theft reports, representing 11%, 33% and 

2% of all major crimes, respectively. 

The Cayo and the Stann Creek District accounted for 10% and 14% of RBT for the month of August 

2018. 
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Total Robbery, Burglary and Theft = 79 

 

NOTE: Minor thefts are no longer 

included in the calculation of 

major crimes.    
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Gangs 
• The analysis of gang violence in Belize City for the month of August 2018 was focussed on murders and 

shootings, due to a delay in reports from police sources.  

 

 

 

 

 

Three (3) of the 4 murders which occurred in Belize City during the month of August were deemed to 

have been gang-related. 

 

Imprisonment 
During the month of August 2018, 63 new 

convictions (10 females and 53 males) were 

recorded, with the largest percentage being in 

the 18 to 25 age group. About 40% were for 

illegal entry. The Belize and Cayo districts 

accounted for 4 out of every 6 cases. There 

were no convictions for murder, burglary or 

sexual violence that month. 

During the month, 11 people were remanded 

for murder, 9 for sexual violence and 23 for 

property crimes. A total of 73 people were 

remanded to prison in August 2018. 

SHOOTING MURDER 
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Chart F: CONVICTIONS BY CATEGORY: AUG 2018 
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Chart G: NUMBER OF CONVICTED PERSONS BY DISTRICT AND SEX: AUG 2018 

 

 

 

Chart H: NUMBER OF CONVICTED PERSONS GROUPED BY AGE: AUG 2018 
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DATA SOURCES: Belize Police Department, Joint Intelligence Coordinating Center and Belize Central 

Prison/Kolbe Foundation. Figures are reported as of August 2018. Any future revisions will be noted in 

subsequent reports. 
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